   Affording Legal Aid  

25-27th June 2025
Wednesday  25th June 2025
Venue:   Fritz Thyssen Foundation, Cologne 
12.00-1.00pm
Registration


Introduction 

1.00-1.30pm
 

Welcome from Professor Matthias Kilian – Koln University 

Welcome from International Legal Aid Group


Professor Alan Paterson – Chair International Legal Aid Group

1.30-2.30 pm
National reports [10 minutes each.]

Chair AAP

Joseph Dumbuya: Sierra Leone  
 

N.N. 


Avrom Sherr: Overall summary (20  minutes ).  


2.30-3.45pm

Session One
Host Nation Session 

Chair : Matthias Kilian 

Matthias Kilian: The odd one out? Germany’s approach to access to justice

Celine Frey: Exploring the causes of the declining number of court cases

Thomas Lämmrich: Legal expenses insurance and its key role in access to justice in Germany
3.45-4.00pm
Tea

4.00-5.45pm
Session Two
Managing Resources for Access to Justice


Chair :  Merja Meriu   

Jon Johnsen : Strategies for limiting judicare costs
Varsha Aithala: Unlocking resources for enabling affordable legal aid in India 

Hadeel Abdel Aziz: Learning for Change: Developing Innovative Solutions to Bridge Gaps and Reduce Demand for Legal Aid

Diogo Esteves and Cleber Alves : Affording Legal Aid in Brazil: comparison of costs between salaried staff model and judicare system currently coexisting in the country

6pm-7:45pm
Reception in  Fritz Thyssen Foundation
 Thursday 26th June
Venue:  Fritz Thyssen Foundation, Cologne  
Session Three 
9 am to 10.45 am
The importance of Representation for Access to Justice


Chair:   Andre Castro 
Ab Currie and Trevor Farrow:  Representation Pathways: Efficiency for the Courts and Better Outcomes for the Accused in the Ontario Court of Justice
Sue James: The importance of Representation : lessons from England and Wales
[ Juliet-Nil Uraz: The Impacts of reduced access to Legal Assistance ]
Sunil Chauhan: Grassroots Legal Aid in India: Challenges and Lessons 

10.45 am to 11.15 am
Tea/Coffee

Session Four  
11.15 am to 1 pm
Client Centred Solutions 




Chair: Madhurima Dhanuka
Yu-Shan Chang, Wan-Chin Lan, Yi-Shih Su, Cheng-Han Lee and Zih-Ching Lin: From Footsteps to Systems: Rethinking and Reshaping Legal Aid Service Systems Through Customer Journey Research
Jin Ho: Feedback loop for legal aid: experiences of citizens and professionals during their search for justice and restoration

Dara Read and Daniel Kennard:  Child-centred services for children and young people in alternative care


Vicky Kemp: Access to Justice for Children in Police Custody in England and Wales
1 pm to 2.00 pm

Lunch: 
2.00 pm to 3.45 pm  
Session Five
Thinking Strategically about Access to Justice 

Chair:   Peter van den Biggelaar  
Matthew Burnett and Rebecca Sandefur: The Future is Justice Work
Hazel Genn: Reframing Access to Civil Justice
     Madhurima Dhanuka: Strengthening Access to Justice through 
           Legal Aid: The Indian Experience
Jan Winczorek,  Karol Muszyński, Mikołaj Ryśkiewicz:  Modelling Demand for Free Legal Aid in Poland: The Impact of Social Inequalities and Legal Capability
3.45-4.00 pm 
Tea/Coffee
4.00-5.45pm 
Session Six
 Where will legal aid lawyers come from in the future?

Chair:  Colin Lancaster 
Stuart Kelly : Whither legal aid? Scottish law students and legal aid lawyering
Tomoki Ikenaga : A Lack of Civil Legal Aid Providers in Japan?
John Boersig:
 The National Legal Aid Practitioner Census for Australia
Ciara Daly and Carey Pearson: Local Solutions to a global problem: Piloting a place based response to legal aid provider market failure in Regional NSW 
7:30pm  Conference Dinner ;  Früh Lounge @ Eden Hotel Früh am Dom Am Hof 12-18

       50667 Köln

 Friday 27th June 




Fritz Thyssen Foundation, Cologne
9 am to 10.45 am
Session Seven A
Overcoming Access to Justice challenges

Chair :  John Boersig 
Anželika Banevičienė; Requirements for Legal Aid from the European Court of Human Rights and the Court of Justice of the European Union
Tatiana Grieshofer ; A Critical Review of Access to Justice Assessments 

Olli Vilanka : Tackling the challenges related to Access to Justice in Finland: the role of the new Legal Services Authority.
Or

Session Seven B

Chairs Becky and Matthew Burnett
REnvisioning a People-Centered Access to Justice Research Agenda
Rebecca Sandefur and Matthew Burnett
This session invites interested participants to discuss the elements of a global research agenda on people-centered access to justice, including identifying opportunities for research and data to inform justice policy and understand “what works.” This facilitated discussion will help to highlight emerging research and opportunities to better connect research to policy and practice.   

10.45 am to 11.15 am
Tea/Coffee

11.15 am to 1 pm

Session Eight 
Legal Aid and Mass Harm 


Chair: TBA
Lianne Otten: Special legal aid arrangements after extensive government failure
Andre Castro: Access to Justice for All: Legal Aid for Vulnerable Groups in Rio de Janeiro
Alan Paterson: Can Legal Aid assist victims of a Mass Miscarriage of Justice? 

Mies Westerveld: Mass harm and public interest: what legal aid system is most promising in terms of effectiveness and cost efficiency?     
1 pm to 2 pm           
Lunch
2 pm to 3.45 pm



Session Nine

AI Solution or Problem?




Chair:   Lindsay Montgomery 
Anika Holterhof and Wendy O’Brien: Legal Tech and the Promise
        
of Enhanced Access to Justice
Bonnie Hough: Artificial Intelligence - Promise and Caution
Jayne Mallin and Charlene Moore: Integrating AI into Legal Aid: Enhancing Efficiency, Improving Outcomes, and Addressing Workforce Challenges
Discussant: Steven Gibens
3.45 pm to 4.00 pm
CLOSURE: Where Next? Alan Paterson
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